
The Water Watcher 
The newsletter of Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch 

�������������	���
��������
���� � � � � � � � � ������ �

��������	�
��������

���
��
����������	�
��������

���
��
����������	�
��������

���
��
����������	�
��������

���
��
�� ����
 

Colin, Ingrid, and Amanda would like to thank all Waterwatchers in the Hunter-Central Rivers CMA 
region for your incredible participation this year. We’ve been run off our feet with requests for 
training for new groups, visits to existing groups, displays and presentations at events and visits 
associated with events such as QA2006, bug surveys and P-Day 2006. It’s fantastic! 
 
In 2006, we had 93 groups upload 1081 data sets for 207 sites to the NSW Waterwatch website. 
 
We would like to congratulate a few special Waterwatchers for their contribution to the program 
throughout 2006. 
 

Group with the most uploads to the NSW Waterwatch w ebsite:  
Community—Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia 

Volunteer John Seivers, monitors 8 sites per week resulting in 353 data sets uploaded this year. 
An inspiring effort for all Waterwatchers. Well done John! 

 
School—Edgeworth Public School 

Mrs Elizabeth Mitchell takes an enthusiastic and committed team of Waterwatchers to a tributary of 
Cocked Hat Creek, Edgeworth, off Minmi Road. They monitor their waterway at two locations 

every fortnight. Well done Edgeworth PS Team! 
 

Groups involved in the most activities in 2006:  
(These groups uploaded water quality data and participated in both the  

Autumn and Spring Water Bug Surveys, QA2006 and P-Day2006) 

 
Community— 

Lake Macquarie Adopt A SQID Rosedale Retirement Vil lage Group 
Lake Macquarie Adopt A SQID Waikiki Road SQID Group  

TAFE NSW Belmont Campus, Environment Group 
 

School— 
Broke Public School 

Edgeworth Public School 
 

These an inspiration to us as Coordinators and we thank you for all your time and effort throughout 
2006. Thank you to every Waterwatcher who participated in 2006, and we look forward to another 

great year for the Hunter-Central Rivers CMA Waterwatch Team and groups in 2007! 



 
 

Phosphorus Awareness Day (P-Day) 
15 November 2006 

 

Each November, Waterw atch groups participate in P-Day activities that aim to create a ‘snap-shot’ of 
phosphorus levels in the Hunter-Central Rivers CMA region.  

Phosphorus  is an essential plant and animal nutrient that occurs naturally in low  concentrations in 
Australian soils and w aterways. When a w aterway has a large influx of nutrients, conditions favour the 
grow th of algae and exotic plants to the detriment of native species.  

For P-Day 2006, we had 55 groups register and uploa d 134 data sets for the 
Hunter-Central Rivers and Manning-Great Lakes region, w ith the Central Coast area data still to be added. 

The highest results for Available Phosphate w ere at: 

Hunter Wetlands Centre Australia, Melaleuca Sw amp, near Egret Tow er—7.44 mg/L 
Winding Creek, northern tributary, Charlestow n, St Albans Church, w est side, gully restoration—5.3 mg/L* 
Merriw a River, Jacks Crossing—2.31 mg/L 
Schanck Drive Wetlands, Metford—1.59 mg/L  (this site was the highest result in 2005 with 2.03mg/L) 

* Lake Macquarie City Council and Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch have had discussions with Charlestown Square and Hilltop 
Plaza Charlestown  regarding the phosphate result near by at St Albans Church site. All have agreed to work together to take 
action to improve the current situation. 

Available Phosphate results of 0 mg/L w ere recorded at: 

Barrington River at Barrington Bridge  Bonnells Bay Waikiki Road SQID 
Bramble Parade Wetland, Tuncurry   Little Sw amp, Dudley, Aw abakal Nature Reserve 
Mossy Boardw alk, Tilligerry Habitat, Tanilba Bay  Wallamba River, Daraw ank Memorial Park 
Wallis Creek—Emily Rd Causew ay, Mt Myall 

These sites are either w ell vegetated in the upper parts of catchments or constructed wetlands (SQIDs) to 
help ‘clean’ stormw ater before it enters a major w aterway. 

These are the results collated so far and they are ranked into the categories of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The A NZECC w ater quality guidelines state that the recommended trigger value for soluble phosphorus 
(readily available for plants to use as nutrient), present as available phosphate (PO4), is 0.06 mg/L for 
low land streams. 

A map plotting P-Day 2006 results across the Hunter-Central Rivers CMA is being prepared. Test results 
collected w ill be compared to results collected in 2005. We w ill send the map and information for P-Day 
2006 out to Community groups and schools in the new  year. 

Thank you to everyone who participated. 
Please contact Colin or Ingrid if you have any queries about P-Day 2006 results. 
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Category Available PO4 (mg/L) 

Low < 0.06 

Medium 0.06 – 0.15 

High >0.15 – 0.45 

Very High >0.45 

No. of results per category 

60 

37 

23 

14 
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Water Bug Surveys are an excellent w ay to determine w ater quality as each type of w ater bug 
(aquatic macro-invertebrate) is sensitive to changes in w ater quality. We can get an indication of 
the w ater quality by the type and number of bugs found as some bugs are affected by pollution 
more than others. 

The Spring Water  Bug Survey coincides w ith National Water  Week. Waterw atch coordinators 
spent time visiting groups and sites during this w eek to gather  w ater quality and w ater bug survey 
data.  

20 groups participated in Spring 2006 Water Bug Survey across the Hunter-Central Rivers 
Waterw atch region, w ith Stream Pollution Index ratings ranged from Good (4-6) to a Poor at the 
Paterson River at Woodville, w here Iona Public School w ho found no bugs at all. 

 

If  you w ould like to look at all the results head to the NSW Water Bug Survey w ebsite at 
www.bugsurvey.nsw.gov.au and go to Where The Bugs ‘R’!, then select the Hunter 
catchment. This w ill bring a table of all the results. Click on the column heading Date, and it w ill 
sort the results into groups, and you can f ind Spring 2006 at the bottom of the page. 

Barrington Public School students test the water quality in the 
Barrington River for Water Week 2006 

Waterwatch C oordinators Amanda Gregory (left) and Ingrid Berthold 
‘wade’ in to collect water bugs  from the Gl ouces ter River at 

Glouces ter for the Spring 2006 Survey. 

Edgeworth Public School Wateratchers br ave the cold w eather 
with Ingrid Berthold for P-Day 2006. 

It was 10oC that mor ning! 

Regional Waterwatch Coordinator C olin Mondy helps Our Lady 
at Victories Pri mary, Shortland test for P-Day 2006. 
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Regional Envirothon 2006  
 

Congratulations to Callaghan College Jesmond Campus w ho 
won the Hunter Regional Envirothon. Runner up w as 
Merew ether High School, w ith Hunter School of Performing 
Arts in third place. The top three places w ere only separated 
by a few points—a very close race. The competit ion w as held 
at Gresw ick Angus property, East Seaham on the Williams  
River. Eleven schools w ere each represented by four Year 11 
students on the day. 

 

The Callaghan College Jesmond Campus Team are currently 
competing for the State Envirothon tit le at Ku-ring-gai National 
Park, in Sydney. The very best of luck to the Team! They’ve 
worked hard tow ards bringing home the t itle to the Hunter. 

GO JESMOND! 

Regional Waterwatch Coordinator i nstructing 
Envirothon competitors on the water quality activity. 


