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Ironbark. Creek. Catchment Crawl

On the 28th May, six Newcastle schools participated in the
Ironbark Creek Catchment Crawl to investigate the impacts of
farming, urbanisation and our society on Ironbark Creek and its
tributaries.

The 40 students and teachers who participated on the day came
from six local schools: Bishop Tyrrell Anglican College,
Callaghan College Wallsend, Glendore Public School, Lambton
High School, Minmi Public School and St Patrick’s Primary
School Wallsend.

Students broke into five groups and the groups rotated between
different tasks at each site. The tasks performed at each site
were:

Site and habitat assessment

Water quality testing

Rubbish collection and drain stencilling

Interviewing site guests and photographing the activities
Aboriginal cultural heritage presentation and discussion

Students learned about many issues in the management of the
creek from the site guests who they interviewed at each site.

Students were also taken on a tour of the Kooragang Wetland
Rehabilitation Project site on Ash Island, and were presented

Drain stencil at Elermore Vale Shopping Centre car park

information about the changes to the island since the project
began 15 years ago. Students were disappointed that it was too
wet after lunch to get out of the bus and do some of the walks
on the island, since many of them hadn’t been there before.

An exciting highlight was when a $50 bill was spotted flowing
down stream at Federal Park. Unfortunately, we weren’t able to
catch it.

If you would like a copy of the four-page report on the Ironbark
Creek Catchment Crawl, please call the Waterwatch Team on
02 4930 1030 or email hcr.waterwatch@cma.nsw.gov.au
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Drain stencilling at Hasluck
Reserve, Rankin Park

Site assessment at Elermore Vale

Learning about traditional
Aboriginal culture in the area at
Hexham Floodgates

Listening to site guest John
Simpson from Hunter Water at
Federal Park, Wallsend

Water testing at Wallsend Park Trymg to catch $50 in the creek

Ironbark. Creek. Catchment Facts

Ironbark Creek catchment covers 12 500 hectares of urban, forest,
rural, swamp and wetland areas in and around Newcastle.
Concrete stormwater channels carry water away from urbanised
areas into Hexham Swamp and Shortland Wetlands. Ironbark
Creek flows north-east and joins the south channel of the Hunter
River at Sandgate.

Ironbark Creek catchment has a population of 40 000 people. It
includes the suburbs of Birmingham Gardens, Elermore Vale,
Hexham, Jesmond, Leneghans Flat, Maryland, Minmi, Rankin
Park, Sandgate, Shortland and Wallsend.

The CMA manages the Hexham Swamp Rehabilitation Project.
For more information visit the CMA website
www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au.
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Fmggy Creek Brochure (’/amyetitim

| The winners of the Flaggy Creek Brochure competition run by Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment CMA
" | Waterwatch program, and sponsored by Hunter Water Corporation, were announced on Tuesday 24
March to mark World Water Day 2009.

Fours schools in the Flaggy Creek catchment were involved in the competition that began in March =y
including Charlestown Public School, Charlestown East Public School, Kahibah Public School and St} /[ 7
@U | Josephs Primary School, Charlestown. '

The brochure competition had students each design a brochure to help educate their local community |
about water pollution. The students hope that their brochures will help people understand that the little | |
things they do everyday affect the health of Flaggy Creek and this will lead to less pollution entering |
Flaggy Creek and Glenrock Lagoon.

The four winners will have their brochures (covers shown to the left and right) professionally printed by
Lake Macquarie City Council and the brochures will be disseminated to the local community through the
schools in the hope of raising community awareness and reducing stormwater pollution in the Flaggy
Creek catchment.

| Local Councillor and Deputy Mayor of Lake Macquarie City Council, Barry Johnson, who also resides in
| Charlestown, was in attendance to formally present the very worthy winners with an environmental goodie
“| bag. Kate Farmer of Hunter Water Corporation presented each school with a prize and certificate for their |
participation.

The students’ brochures included tips about picking up after your pet, washing your car on the grass, not
. - % |fertilising gardens when rain is predicted and doing the right thing with household waste, litter and
i cigarette butts.

As a part of Waterwatch’s focus on Tilligerry Creek this year, local school students have been inspired by the environmental issues
facing Tilligerry Creek and produced artworks which show the creek through their eyes. The artworks portray a range of problems
evident in Tilligerry Creek, including the reduced animal life, reduced access to clean water for
swimming, boating and fishing and a reduction in tourism.

This project is part of a range of events which have been held in the Tilligerry Creek catchment in an
. effort to increase community awareness about the way human impacts and land management
techniques affect the fragile ecosystem of Tilligerry Creek.

Three schools participated in the artwork competition. They were Anna
_ Bay Public School, Bobs Farm Public School, and Tomaree Public g
Artwork on display at Port Scr_\ool. _$tudents from these three schools resegrghe_d the prob!ems ]
Stephens Council facing Tilligerry Creek and created wonderful artistic interperetations,
some of which are shown below.

Stephens Art and Craft Gallery in May and early June. The artworks were accompanied by a static
display explaining the importance of the creek and the management techniques currently being
implemented in the Tilligery Creek catchment.

Artwork on display at Tomaree
Library

The artworks are currently being judged and award presentations will be made to the schools in August.
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Do you Live in a drinking water catchment?

What is a Catchment?

A catchment is an area where water is collected by the natural
landscape. In a catchment, all rain and run-off water eventually
flows to a creek, river, ocean or into the groundwater system.
The Lower Hunter’s drinking water catchments cover an area of
more than 2000km2, supplying water to over half a million people.
What are Special Areas?

The Hunter Water Special Areas are the Hunter's drinking water
catchments (see shaded areas of map) and are governed by
NSW legislation.

These areas range from native forests, agricultural lands,
residential neighbourhoods to sand dunes.

Special Areas are vital to protect our drinking water because they

help filter out nutrients and unsafe
substances before the water reaches

Hunter Water Happenings
News from our sponsor

our reservoirs. -
You can help Hunter Water to protect = :
our water quality. Hunter Water has "y

produced a DVD of one Hunter
family’s quest to farm sustainably
and improve water quality.

For a free copy of the DVD, ‘Striking
the Balance’, please contact Rhys

Blakemore on 02 4979 9891 or Map of ﬁjﬁ—ntér Water drinking

catchments

rhys.blackmore@hunterwater.com.au.

Stormwater ScMn}aar

Ilington Public School - Lth May 2007
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In May, Waterwatch
Coordinators Ingrid :
Berthold and Amanda =
Gregory, led students |
and teachers from
Islington Public
School, by foot, on a
Stormwater Scamper
of the Throsby Creek
catchment.

Every student in the
school participated,
with junior and senior
students completing
different tasks along
the way. All students
participated in water
quality monitoring and
a mangrove walk.
Senior students also
collected rubbish along
Throsby Creek.

Students learned that
what happens to water
in their school and
street effects Throsby
Creek, the Hunter Estuary and then into the Pacific Ocean.
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Map showing the Stormwater Scamper through
Islington, Mayfield, Maryville and Wickham

Students from Islington Public School on the
Stormwater Scamper

Over the past eight weeks students at Belltrees Primary School, Scone High School, Cassilis Primary School, Merriwa Central Primary
School, and St Josephs Merriwa have been trained to participate in the pilot VegWatch program, an initiative of the Hunter-Central

Rivers Catchment Management Authority (CMA).

VegWatch builds on the success of the national Waterwatch program, which up to 8745
participants from schools and community groups in the Hunter-Central Rivers region take part
in each year. Like Waterwatch, VegWatch aims to improve awareness and capacity in the
community to protect and manage our local catchments; but while Waterwatch focuses on
monitoring the health of aquatic areas like rivers and creeks, VegWatch is about monitoring

the health of our native vegetation and bushland areas.

With help from CMA staff, the students participating in
VegWatch have been learning how to observe and record
changes in the health and condition of their local native
; gt s vegetation. Each of the schools participating in the

The CMA’s Paul Melehan and students from  program has their own VegWatch site near their school

Merriwa Central School looking for insects and  that they will monitor each season throughout the year.
signs of animal life on tree bark

Once a year the VegWatchers will give their site a health
check to see whether its condition is improving or not. As part of their assessment, they’'ll look at the
trees, understory and groundcover vegetation, the presence of weeds and other pests, the presence
of insects and potential habitat for native fauna. They'll also consider possible impacts on the health
of the site. VegWatch groups with a nearby creek or stream are also being trained in Waterwatch activities to give a broader picture of
the condition and changes at their site.

Four times a year the groups identify seasonal changes at their site of things like flowering plants, fungi, insects and animals. Students
are encouraged to collect plant and weed samples for a herbarium, take photos, make drawings and artworks, and write comments
about the things they see at their site. A collection of these will be displayed through an exhibition at the end of the 12 month VegWatch
pilot program.
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Students from Cassilis Public School
showing photos of their favourite fungi
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T, m/vortz/mt Dates 2007

| Ju 117 Se;;tem}er
Waste as Art Exhibition 4 Lake Macquarie Schools Environment Awards
Department of Environment & Climate Change (DECC) Entries Close
02 4908 6848 LMCC - Pamela Baker 02 4921 0144

31 National Tree Day for Schools 7 Port Stephens Schools Environment Awards
In class presentation about water qualita/ & vegetation Entries open
Waterwatch - Amanda Gregory 02 4930 1030 PSC - Melinda Anderson 02 4980 0251

A‘ugust

15-23 | National Science Week
In class or creekside demonstration of water quality testing
Waterwatch - Amanda Gregory 02 4930 1030

7 National Threatened Species Day
Waterwatch - Ingrid & Amanda 02 4930 1030
October

CMA Funding Available

The CMA is currently inviting landholders and land
managers in the Hunter-Central Rivers region to
apply for funds through the CMA’s 2009/10 Incentives
Program. $1.4 million is being provided through the
Australian Government's Caring for our Country
program, the NSW Government's Catchment Action
NSW program and Hunter Catchment Contributions
to address specific natural resource management
targets, issues and priority areas.

Applications close 21 August 2009, for guidelines and
funding priorities go to: www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au.

National Solar Schools Program

The Australian Government is backing
our schools in the fight against climate
change. The National Solar Schools &%,
Program is giving Australian schools a .
head start in tackling climate change

Fu m{ing Offartu nities

National Solar Schools offers grants of

systems, solar hot water systems,
rainwater tanks and a range of energy
efficiency measures.

18-24 | National Water Week & Spring Water Bu% Survey
Waterwatch - Ingrid & Amanda 02 4930 103
LMCC - Margo Smith 02 4921 0702

WaterWhats

Waterwatch Trivia

1. Which waterway does Ironbark Creek in Newcastle flow into?

2. Which Upper Hunter town has two schools participating in the
new VegWatch pilot program?

3. How much money escaped capture when it was flowing down
Ironbark Creek on the day of the Catchment Crawl?

4. How did the students from Islington PS travel on their Stormwater
Scamper?
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Junior Landcare Grants Program

and .conserving our precious water The program funds local projects
supplies. through schools and/or youth groups
across Australia.

up to $50 000 (GST exclusive) to install The program targets major issues
solar and other renewable power  relevant to our natural environment.

Round three closes 7th August and
round four closes 23rd October. For

more information:
Click here for more information. www.landcareonline.com
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www.waterwatch.nsw.gov.au Have you logged on?

To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, call 02 4920 1050 and ask. for
the Waterwatch Team or email her.waterwAtch@ema.nsw.qov.an.
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