
HUNTER-CENTRAL RIVERS
CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

UPDATE

During April 2004, Wej Paradice was announced as the Chairman of the Hunter-Central Rivers CMA
(HCRCMA). On 21 May 2004, Minister Craig Knowles, of the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and
Natural Resources (DIPNR), announced the remainder of the HCRCMA Board —comprising of Julia Imrie,
John Asquith, John Weate, Arthur Burns and Neil Rose.

Most recently, Glenn Evans was appointed as General Manager for the HCRCMA.

The Chairman, Board members and General Manager have been appointed to lead the HCRCMA into the
future.

Then next step of the process is filling the permanent positions within the HCRCMA. In the meantime, all
projects and works continue. For more information on the CMA, go to the website at:

www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au

The CMA is hosting a series of information sessions across the region in August to bring communities up-
to-speed with its current activities. The nine information sessions will be followed by a regional workshop
(Saturday 11 September) aimed at developing a framework for ongoing consultation between the CMA
and community. Information session locations and dates are:
Taree Tues 3 August Gloucester Wed 4 August Karuah, Thurs 5 August
Singleton Mon 9 August Beresfield Tues 10 August Merriwa Wed 11 August
Wyong Mon 16 August Lake Macquarie Tues 17 August Gosford Wed 18 August
Hunter Landcare Forum (Tocal) Sat 14 August
Look for session details in your local media from next week or contact Tess Hilleard at the HCRCMA on
02 4930 1030 or tess.hilleard@cma.nsw.gov.au

CHANGE OF HUNTER-CENTRAL RIVERS WATERWATCH
CONTACT DETAILS

Please note that the Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch email has changed to:

hcr.waterwatch@cma.nsw.gov.au

The individual Waterwatch Coordinator addresses are:
Colin.Mondy@cma.nsw.gov.au and Ingrid.Berthold@cma.nsw.gov.au

Other contact details remain the same : Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority,
Private Bag 2010, PATERSON NSW 2421
Phone: 02 4930 1030 Fax: 02 4930 1013

Central Coast Waterwatch Coordinators Sally Hunt and Steve Honeywood also have a new email
address: waterwatch@cccen.org.au

The Water Watcher
The newsletter of Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch
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PHYLUM: Arthropoda
CLASS: Insecta
ORDER: Plecoptera
FAMILY: (Four Australian families) Eustheniidae; Austroperlidae;

Gripopterygidae; Notonemouridae
SIZE: Up to 50mm long

DESCRIPTION: Stonefly nymphs have two tails or cerci (sir-see). Their cerci
are sense organs that also help the insect to move. Stonefly nymphs
sometimes have tubes of thread-like gills on their underside, wing pads and
antennae. Each leg has two claws that they use to cling to rocks or sticks.
Their bodies are streamlined so they don’t get swept away by the water current.
HABITAT: Stonefly nymphs live under stones in fast-flowing streams cooler than 25oC.
DIET: They eat dead plants and algae. Other stonefly species (predators) stalk their prey and are
carnivorous (they eat other animals).
POLLUTION TOLERANCE: Very Sensitive, Rating 10
Stonefly nymphs are very sensitive to low levels of oxygen in the water. They prefer cool water as it
usually contains more dissolved oxygen than warm water.
INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT STONEFLY NYMPHS:
� Some take up to three years to develop into adults.
� Adult stoneflies live only for one week to one month, and females live longer than males.

Source: NSW Department of Infrastructure, Planning & Natural Resources—
NSW Water Bug Survey—Buglopedia (2003 ed.)—www.bugsurvey.nsw.gov.au

During the 2004 Autumn Water Bug Survey, 57 groups throughout the Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch
region uploaded their results to the NSW Bug Survey website. Water Bug Surveys are another method of
determining water quality. Each type of water bug is sensitive to different amounts of change in water
quality. We can determine the water quality by the type, and number of bugs found.

Our three highest Stream Pollution Index (SPI) results in the region were -

SPI = 5.00 - Waikiki Road SQID, Bonnells Bay (Waikiki Rd Adopt A SQID group)

and Peace Park, Weston (Abermain Brownies & Guides)

4.76 - Craven Creek, Rookhurst (Rookhurst Public School)

Our lowest SPI result was 1.19 at Sygna Close Reserve, Rankin Park.

If you would like to look at any other results from the Water Bug Surveys, please go to www.bugsurvey.
nsw.gov.au, and follow the ‘WHERE THE BUGS R’ link.

The number of participants and uploads for 2004 Water Bug Survey was outstanding. Colin and Ingrid
would like to thank all those who participated.

The next Water Bug Survey is on 20 October 2004, during Water Week.

If you haven’t registered before, go to www.bugsurvey.nsw.gov.au and follow the ‘REGISTER HERE!’
link. There is plenty of information (including Buglopedia) and resources on the Water Bug Survey website
at www.bugsurvey.nsw.gov.au. If you need assistance with your Water Bug Survey, please contact Colin
or Ingrid on phone: 02 4930 1030 or email: hcr.waterwatch@cma.nsw.gov.au
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On 16 June 2004, it was time again to test the accuracy and skill of Waterwatchers in the Hunter-
Central Rivers region.

QA2004 is part of a Quality Assurance (QA) program, organised in conjunction with Sydney Water
Streamwatch. QA aims to determine how accurate a group’s water quality test results are compared to
other Waterwatch groups and professional nationally-accredited laboratories. In 2003, 89% of the
Waterwatch/Streamwatch data collected was comparable to NATA accredited laboratories. The QA
program supports the credibility of community-collected water quality data.

Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch Coordinators transported standardised samples to 25 Waterwatch
groups throughout the Lake Macquarie, Hunter and Karuah/Great Lakes catchments. The QA2004
sample was collected from a creek in Sydney.

All the results have been collated and sent to Sydney Water Streamwatch for statistical analysis.
Waterwatch groups who participated in QA2004 will be contacted by their Waterwatch Coordinators in
the coming months regarding how they compared with the laboratory results and other Waterwatch
groups in the region.

Thank you to...

Arcadia Vale Public School Avondale Adventist High School
Belmont High School Broke Public School
Cardiff High School Diana Korving
Floraville Public School Glendale East Public School
Holy Family Primary School Jerrys Plains Public School
Lake Macquarie High School Lakelands, Warners Bay Adopt A SQID Group
Lambton High School Medowie Public School
Metford Public School Millfield Public School
Muswellbrook High School Rathmines Public School
Redhead Public School Soldiers Point Public School
St Joseph’s High School, Aberdeen Toronto Landcare Adopt A SQID Group
Valentine Public School Waikiki Rd, Bonnells Bay Adopt A SQID Group
Wetlands Environmental Education Centre Wollombi Public School

...for your participation in QA2004!

We welcome:

Floraville Public School, Dudley Public School, Lake Macquarie Christian College
(Fassifern), Our Lady of Victories Primary School (Shortland), and Shortland to Wallsend

Landcare to the Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch program.

We look forward to working with the students, teachers and community members in all of these groups!!

Retraining Waterwatch groups has also taken place at Holy Family Primary School (Merewether),
Belmont High School and Irrawang High School.
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On Tuesday 25 May 2004, 50 students and teachers
from nine schools in the Williams River catchment met
Waterwatch Coordinators Colin Mondy, Ingrid Berthold,
Steve Honeywood and Williams River Catchment
Officer, Trevor Cameron at Raymond Terrace to gain a
snap-shot of water quality along the Williams River.

Students and teachers were divided into five working
groups. Each group completed a different activity at each
of the 5 sites. The activities included water quality testing
and sample collection, water bug survey, site
assessment and flow, habitat assessment, and reporting
and recording of activities at the site. The reporting and
recording group also interviewed a site guest. The sites
visited along the Williams River included Chichester
Dam, Bandon Grove Fishway, Dungog Park, and two
properties— Greswick Angus, on the Seaham Weir
Pool, and Eagleton, below the weir, near Raymond
Terrace.
�
Students also had an opportunity to meet people involved in caring for the Williams River catchment.
These included local landholders and land managers, representatives from the Williams River
Catchment Management Forum, Waterways Authority, NSW Fisheries, and Hunter Water Corporation
who provided in-depth information on the environmental history, problems and recovery at each of the
sites visited.

The crawl was an initiative of Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch, Hunter Water Corporation and the
Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority. The day was a fantastic success. Thank you
to all those who attended what was an excellent Catchment Crawl. Many wonderful comments from the
students and teachers were written in their evaluations for the day.

A special thanks goes to Steve Honeywood who
did an amazing job organising the Catchment
Crawl!

The follow-up to the 2004 Williams River
Catchment Crawl will include a report and
PowerPoint presentation on the findings of the
students.

Students and teachers who attended the
Williams River Catchment Crawl are now
Williams River Ambassadors. We hope that once
the presentation and report are distributed, they
will be used as tools by our Ambassadors to
educate other students, parents and possibly
local councils about water quality issues in the
Williams River catchment.
�

Did you know…..Approximately 500,000 people living in the lower Hunter rely on the Williams River
catchment as their major source of drinking water.
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� Everyone meeting at the headwall of Chichester Dam .

� Completing a water bug survey at the Bandon Grove Fishway.
‘You could even see all the caddisfly larvae on the rocks by
just looking into the water!’
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The Williams River Catchment

� Water Bug
surveyors at
Frank Robinson
Park, Dungog

� A collection of water bugs from Dungog.
Left to right: stonefly nymph, freshwater shrimps, mayfly nymph,
caddisfly larvae and a Gambusia (mosquito fish).

� Groups working hard at Greswick Angus, Seaham.

� Students and teachers head to the Williams River at
Greswick Angus.

� Waterwatching at Eagleton, Raymond Terrace
(before the Williams River joins the Hunter River)
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