
Catchment Action Plan

The Hunter-Central Rivers 

Catchment Action Plan will 

guide investment to protect and 

improve the natural resources of 

the Hunter-Central Rivers region 

in the coming decade, so that 

future generations can continue 

to benefit from our rich natural 

heritage.



Investing in the future
The Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Action Plan 

(CAP) is a 10-year plan for better co-ordinated and 

more sustainable management of our region’s natural 

resources.

This plan identifies the key natural resource features that 

we need to protect and improve, and it outlines the best 

ways to do it. It gives us targets to aim for and principles 

to guide us as we strive to:

➤	 safeguard our unique biodiversity;

➤	 improve the health and condition of our rivers, creeks 

and wetlands;

➤	 protect and improve our estuarine and marine 

environments; and

➤	 preserve the health of our precious soils.

The CMA—a State Government body set up to  

co-ordinate community involvement in regional natural 

resource management—will use this plan to direct much 

of the NSW and Australian governments’ investment in 

natural resource management in our region during the 

next 10 years. 

Combining our efforts
The Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Action Plan 

(CAP) is a guide to protecting and improving our 

region’s natural resources during the next 10 years. 

Developed by the Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment 

Management Authority (CMA), the CAP builds on the work 

achieved through the Hunter, Central Coast and Lower North 

Coast catchment blueprints, by identifying and prioritising the 

natural resource issues facing land managers in our region, and 

ensuring that investment is made in areas of greatest need for 

our environment and communities.

This summary document offers an overview of the key 

components of the CAP. The full document can be obtained  

from the CMA website at www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au or in print  

or CD from the CMA by calling 02 4930 1030 or emailing  

hcr@cma.nsw.gov.au.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the 

significant contribution of expertise and knowledge that has 

been made towards the development of the CAP, from hundreds 

of landholders, community members, and representatives of 

business, industry and all levels of government. Constructive, 

collaborative partnerships between the CMA and these 

stakeholders will ensure the success of this plan and the 

continued improvement and protection of our region’s precious 

natural resources.

WEJ Paradice PhD, Chairman, Hunter–Central Rivers CMA

Planning change together



The Hunter-Central Rivers region covers an area of more than 

3.7 million hectares and extends three nautical miles out to 

sea. More than one million people live in the region, with 85% 

of them on the coastal fringe.

The region’s diverse natural resources—including estuarine 

and freshwater wetlands, mangroves, eucalypt and rainforests, 

open grasslands and woodlands, lakes and foreshores—

provide  us with vital goods and services, including the 

essentials of life. They help maintain a stable climate, absorb 

carbon dioxide from the air, protect air and water quality, 

decompose wastes and control pests. They also support a 

range of regional industries vital to our economy, including 

coal mining, power generation, forestry, fishing, urban 

development, tourism and recreation, and a wide range of 

agricultural activities. 

Over time various pressures—including land clearing, 

degradation and fragmentation of native vegetation, the 

extraction of natural resources, introduction of weeds and 

pests, degradation of wetlands, extraction of river and ground 

water, and increasing development—have left our ecosystems 

unbalanced and vulnerable to negative outside influences 

such as drought, wildfire, pests, diseases and climate change.
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Planning change together

Easing the pressure



At the heart of the Catchment 

Action Plan (CAP) are common 

goals—or targets—developed with 

input from the Hunter-Central Rivers 

community and its natural resource managers.

The CMA has ensured that the targets in the CAP are 

aligned with state-wide targets set by the Natural 

Resources Commission (an independent body 

set up to advise the NSW Government on natural 

resource management), and referred to in the State 

Plan (2006). They also support the work being 

carried out by other natural resource managers 

in state and local government and regional water 

authorities.

Implementing change
Thousands of individual projects will contribute 

to achieving the goals of the CAP over its 10-

year life. These projects will include things like 

re-establishing native vegetation on a riverbank, 

holding educational workshops on sustainable 

agriculture, and supporting community salinity 

monitoring in local waterways.

Projects will be co-ordinated and funded through an 

‘implementation’ program developed each year by 

the CMA. These annual programs will direct much of 

the NSW and Australian governments’ investment  

in natural resource management in our region 

until 2015. Investment will be targeted downwards 

to projects that help achieve the highest priority 

management targets, and to those that deliver 

multiple benefits to our natural resources.

Motivating each other
The CMA recognises that an informed and 

motivated community is essential to achieving 

the goals of the CAP. Through its network of 

technical support staff, and targeted education 

and awareness programs, the CMA will continue to 

support those who are responsible for managing 

natural resources in our region.

Management targets to be achieved by 2015

1	 protect an additional 31,000 ha of native vegetation

2	 regenerate 25,500 ha of native vegetation

3	 treat 2400 ha of weed affected lands

4	 implement priority recovery actions on 800 ha

5	 manage an additional 52,000 ha of landscapes having physical, 
cultural or spiritual significance to Aboriginal people 

6	 protect an additional 4,600 ha of wetlands

7	 enhance 2600 ha of wetlands

8	 treat animal pests over 31,000 ha

9	 manage 200 km of roads that affect sensitive areas using 
current best practice erosion and sediment control

10	 revegetate 8400 ha of highly erodible soils

11	 stabilise 800 ha of actively eroding soils

12	 revegetate 1200 ha of salinity recharge areas with deep-rooted 
vegetation

13	 improve nutrient management on 500 ha of land

14	 stabilise 150 ha of salt affected areas

15	 implement sustainable grazing management practices on an 
additional 19,000 ha of grazing land

16	 develop and implement property plans for an additional 
25,000 ha

17	 protect an additional 1100 km of native riparian vegetation

18	 regenerate 550 km of degraded native riparian vegetation

19	 restore native fish passage to 60 instream barriers

20	 stabilise 125 km of unstable or degraded stream channels and 
estuarine shorelines

21	 improve habitat to 200 km of stream channels

22	 maintain 420 Lower Hunter Valley Flood Mitigation Scheme 
structures

23	 retrofit 620 ha of existing developed areas with current best 
practice urban stormwater management

24	 improve the management of 120 sewage management 
systems

25	 manage 75 estuarine floodgates to increase tidal movement

26	 treat an additional 5000 ha of acid sulfate soils

27	 revegetate 240 ha of degraded dune systems

28	 protect an additional 21,000 ha of priority marine habitat

29	 60 industry groups develop, adopt and audit an Environmental 
Management System

30	 enhance 130 km of vegetation along coastal lake shorelines

31	 enhance 250 km of marine shorelines

Setting targets









Planning for change
The CAP will guide a decade of investment in our 

region’s natural resources.  But a lot can change in ten 

years, and that’s why the plan is not set in stone. As we 

learn more about our catchments, and as new issues 

emerge and policies are developed, the CAP will be 

updated with the latest feedback, data and knowledge, 

to ensure that it continues to address our region’s most 

important priorities.

Hunter-Central Rivers  
Catchment Management Authority

Private Bag 2010, Paterson NSW 2421

Phone (02) 4930 1030	

Fax (02) 4930 1013	

Email hcr@cma.nsw.gov.au

Website www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au

© �2007 Hunter-Central Rivers  Catchment 
Management Authority    

Maximising our efforts

Measuring our success
To effectively review and update the CAP we need to be able to 

gauge our progress.  The CAP includes a detailed plan to measure 

and report on the performance of natural resource  management 

investment in the region. The plan focuses on monitoring, 

evaluating and reporting on:

➤	progress made toward reaching the CAP’s  

Resource Condition Targets;

➤	progress made towards achieving the CAP’s  

Management Targets; and

➤	the success of individual projects.

Landholders, community groups and government agencies will 

be regularly updated about progress towards achieving our 

shared goals.

Members of the Hunter 
Community Stream Salinity 

project testing samples at Black 
Creek near Cessnock.


