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Many organizations, groups & individuals make things happen at Kooragang Wetlands:
The Kooragang Wetland Rehabilitation Project (KWRP) is only possible due to the help of our sponsors: Hunter-Central 
Rivers Catchment Management Authority (HCRCMA), NSW Dept. Natural Resources (DNR), Newcastle City Council 
(NCC), Port Stephens Council (PSC), NSW Dept. Primary Industries (DPI), NSW Dept. Environment & Conservation 
(DEC), Port Waratah Coal Services, Energy Australia and Banrock Station.
Contributions by other organizations & community groups such as Hunter Bird Observers Club (HBOC) and Society of 
Frogs and Reptiles (SOFAR), Hunter Wetlands Centre, Regional Land Management Corporation (RLMC) as well as tertiary 
students and individual volunteers have also been of tremendous help. Thank you one and all!

Spring is in the air, or at least it was when this newsletter was started.  Migratory birds have returned to the 
Hunter estuary, including some twenty or so Pacific Golden Plovers that are currently calling Scotts Point home.  
They have travelled from Siberia for our summer, before returning north to breed.  How different these quiet (at 
least in non-breeding mode), unassuming international travellers are compared to their Australian cousins, the 
Masked Lapwing or Plover (now in full breeding mode). These latter are loud, aggressive and anything but 
inconspicuous. We recently had a visit from Heather Holder, who some may remember was our Project Officer 
five years ago. Interestingly, where was Heather heading?  She was off to Siberia!  No, not to breed nor for a 
spot of birdwatching but to teach English.  It seems even birds of a different feather can flock together.

Spot the Plovers in this picture.  (You should see four.)

Feathers, Frogs and Fins: Two water monitoring 
devices have been installed to record water levels in 
the Dead Mangrove Creek (Creek 3) area.  This is 
the first in a series of actions planned to enhance 
habitat for Green and Golden Bell Frog (GGBF) and 
migratory shorebirds (all threatened species) in this 
area. It is also hoped to restore the creek line and 
improve the health of adjacent saltmarsh. This  in 
turn would improve fisheries. As saltmarsh is a 
threatened ecological community this restoration 
could lead to a win,win,win situation with threatened 
species/ communities being enhanced along with 
fisheries.  As joint managers, KWRP, DEC and 
RLMC are working together to bring about positive 
change in this area, with the work being sponsored 
by Banrock Station winery.

Mick Murphy (DEC) inspects  one of the water       
monitors in the Dead Mangrove Creek area.

Volunteers deserve a sit down:  We are 
pleased to announce the outdoor furniture that was to 
be purchased with funds received from KWRP 
winning the Landcare category of the Newcastle 
Hunter Region Environmental Achievement Award 
for 2005 has arrived.  

KWRP staff road-test the new picnic table – it’s safe.

The jarrah setting now sits proudly in front of 
Kooragang Wetlands Information Centre (Old 
Schoolmasters’ House) waiting to make morning tea 
and lunch breaks a bit more comfortable for 
volunteers, staff and visitors alike.



Creating a diverse range of deep and shallow wetland 
habitats for GGBF at Scotts Point.

Turning depressions into thriving GGBF real estate. 

Green and Golden Bell Frogs tracked:
Michelle Stockwell from the University of Newcastle 
has started tracking GGBF on Ash Island as part of 
her PhD study into the relationship between salinity, 
presence of GGBF and the effect of salinity on the 
fungus, Chytrid.  She hopes to discover why more 
GGBF are surviving near the coast than in more 
`pristine’ areas.

Kooragang Wetlands on the map : We are 
pleased to announce that Kooragang Wetlands has 
finally made it!  To the map that is…If you have had a 
hard time trying to show people where Kooragang 
Wetlands is, fret no more.  Go to Gregory’s 25th

edition, pages 235-6, 265-6 and there we are.  No 
longer is the western end of Kooragang Island a 
blank, but awash with named roads, tracks, picnic 
facilities, parking spots etc (and only one mistake). 
Of course like all places of interest (to the reader, 
that is) we appear near the edge of the map.  In fact 
we span over four pages (at least on my `Large Print 
version’).  Alas not so fortunate is Stockton Sandspit
which seems destined to remain beyond the `Limit of 
Maps’ for at least another edition.

Rob and SOFAR rep.  John ensure 
minimal disturbance of  tadpoles 
during the excavation.

Under the 
watchful eyes 
of Worimi
LALC, SOFAR 
and KWRP 
representatives 
a number of 
ponds were 
altered before
wet conditions once again halted the work.  
Despite this, sufficient ponds were completed to 
allow Envirofund supported planting of 1330 
wetland plants at our September volunteer day. 

Planting of a another 1670 wetland plants awaits 
further excavation, but when finished, will ensure 
more options for GGBF.

Yellow Wagtail sighted : The first Yellow Wagtail 
for the summer has been reported by Neville Mc 
Naughton.  For those feeling a slight twitch at this 
news, the bird was seen near the mature 
mangroves on Wagtail Way (in the distant left in 
above photo). 

Restitching the Quilt: The biodiversity of 
Kooragang Wetlands was increased in the second 
half of the year by modifying Scotts Point Ponds to 
enhance habitat for GGBF. The ground finally dried 
out sufficiently for the Newcastle City Council 
funded excavations to start in September.  

Mangrove removal from shorebird habitat:
Small mangroves have been removed from saltmarsh
areas in Milhams Flat and southern sections of Ash 
Island with funding from Newcastle City Council and an 
Envirofund grant gained by the HBOC.  This work will 
both help conserve the threatened ecological 
community, saltmarsh and open additional feeding 
places for shorebirds.  The fact that predators will no 
longer be able to hide unnoticed nearby, will also assist 
shorebird survival.

This area of saltmarsh along Wagtail Way has been 
cleared of small mangroves.  

International visitors : Apart for the feathered 
variety, Kooragang Wetlands played host to a 
number of international visitors this past six months.  
The recent triathlon brought several Germans and a 
Dane to explore the wetlands. While last week a 
group of seven east Asian environmental educators 
and researchers (from Hong Kong, China, Indonesia 
and Singapore) enjoyed an extended tour of Ash 
Island and Stockton Sandspit before trying their arms 
at locating GGBF, using Michelle’s tracking device.



Volunteer(s) Matter(s):
It’s nearly that time of year again.  Spring has sprung 
(with a vengeance). Spur-winged Plovers nesting 
near the car park are diving on everyone, and 
people’s minds turn to end of year celebrations, 
family reunions and holidays (or all of the above).      
I can hear some saying ‘Bah Humbug’ but these end 
of year rituals are a great time to meet up with friends 
and family. 

There has been a lot of activity at KWRP this year 
with lots of new volunteers joining the project.  They 
have found weeds to pull, grass to mow and trees to 
plant and much more besides. A total of 11,273 
trees, shrubs and grasses have been planted this 
calendar year. Great effort everyone. Thank you all!!   

I have enjoyed working with KWRP staff and volunteers 
this year and look forward to working with you all again     
in 2006.  Have a very happy and safe festive season.

Lynette Lambert
Volunteer Co-ordinator

The site team has been working with Terry on building 
and maintenance projects and everything looks 
excellently tended.  Thank you site team. 

The community garden is flourishing thanks to all the 
volunteers we have working there. Special thanks to 
Ern who co-ordinates all the vegetable garden 
plantings. His many off-siders have been working hard 
to bring the garden into peak condition. It looks great.

Gardens are protected from hares.

Terry and his team

Riverside Park gets a make-over: A Work for 
the Dole crew has just completed 6 months work at 
Kooragang.  During their time here they completed a 
number projects including building steps up the 
viewing mound at the Radar Buildings.  But most of 
their work was centred around Riverside Park.  They 
weeded and replanted some areas and built a picnic 
table and shelter there, adding to the landscaping in 
the vicinity of City Farm Jetty.  Once the trees have 
grown in this area, it should become an even more 
popular spot for anglers, cyclists and walkers alike, as 
well as making more interesting views for river users.

Donation f rom Vera : The Kooragang Project 
enjoys strong support from its volunteer base.  
Many people donate hours of their time every 
month to the Project, others come every week and 
even two or three times a week.  Vera Deacon is 
one of our Sunday Koora Gang volunteers.  Being 
an ex-Mosquito and Dempsey islander she is 
passionate about the history and environmental 
health of the Hunter River. She has commentated 
on KWRP’s history tours of the Hunter estuary 
since their inception and has always been willing 
to put pen to paper when letters of support are 
needed.  As if these contributions to the Project 
were not enough, KWRP recently received a 
cheque from Vera to `put it towards a true 
enhancement of the work you and the Kooragang 
Volunteers do’.  Our heartfelt thanks Vera for your 
wonderful generosity.  We plan to use the donation 
for signs about the history of our heritage sites.

Some days, strange things happen. Investigation of noises 
near the office fireplace led volunteer, Julia Broughan, to 
discover this magpie up the chimney.  

Picnic facilities at Riverside Park



Kooragang City Farm Matters : City Farm has 
continued to both help manage and rehabilitate 
wetlands and to demonstrate farming in harmony 
with wetlands.  The farm also provides linking 
habitat to surrounding wetlands and forested areas. 

While the economic focus of the farm continues to 
be the cattle, major social capital is being created 
in the community gardens where contented, happily 
occupied people learning or practising valuable life 
skills flock each Tuesday and Friday to plant, weed, 
prune, mow or harvest zucchini (‘before it grows 
beyond all expectations’).  

The International students, or more particularly 
their partners, were sad to see the end of their 
time in the garden at the end of the student year.  
Students from Toogoolawa School have put in 
another great six months.  The pupils continue to 
grow in confidence, just as the zucchini do in 
girth.  Our regular volunteer numbers are 
swelling also, thanks largely to Lyn, our 
Volunteer Co-ordinator. 

Kooragang City Farm has hosted several farmers 
workshops initiated by Tocal Agricultural College 
or the CMAs sustainable agricultural officers.  
The theme of the workshops centred on natural 
resource management, organic farming,    
permaculture and holistic management. 

International students gather to  harvest some flowers 
from their garden.

Bush Regeneration Days                             
Wednesdays – any time between 8am and 2pm      
(tools and ice cold water supplied, BYO lunch).                 

Community Gardens on City Farm Days
Tuesdays and Fridays – any time between 8am          
and 2pm (tools & ice water supplied, BYO lunch)

Sunday Volunteers Days – 2006                         
January 15th - debagging along the Hunter north arm                           
February 19th

March 19th

April 16th

May 21st

June 18th

July 16th

August 20th

September 17th

October 15th

November 19th

Jan., Feb. & Nov. 8.30 am start, morning tea provided.  
Mar. to Oct. we start at 9.30 am and finish with a BBQ

Ashes to Ashes… 
Those of you who have strolled through the main 
rainforest remnant on Ash Island and happened 
upon a noble tree in a clearing, will be saddened to 
know that the old Ash Tree is dead.  Once it 
succumbed to stress, bracket fungus did the rest.  
Paul Melehan, a chainsaw and his crew of bush 
regenerators have made short work of the fallen 
tree, dispersing heaps of hollowed habitat to a host 
of would-be inhabitants.
But despair not: `hope springs eternal’ and now out 
of this old giant come forth new suckers, and life 
goes on.

Farewell to Paul Melehan: Paul has been KWRP’s
Vegetation Officer and Bush Food guru for the past 
three years and has witnessed, propagated, pruned 
and indeed planted a good many trees, shrubs and 
grasses. He and his Wednesday bush regeneration 
volunteers  have tackled some of the islands weedy 
villains such as Morning Glory, Cape Ivy and 
Blackberry.   Paul has an inquisitive mind, always on 
the lookout for a new species for an area, or a new way 
of doing things.                                           
Unfortunately, there is no longer sufficient funding to 
support his position and he will be leaving the Project 
at the end of the year.  We wish him well.  We hasten 
to add however that our monthly planting days will 
continue as there are still some 13,000 plants in NCC’s
Greening Centre waiting for a home on Ash Island. 

Kooragang Project : part of Hunter-Central Rivers CMA   

Contact details:

KWRP Office: (02) 4964 9308 Fax (02) 49649307

Peggy Svoboda Project Manager             0418 649 308              
Rob Henderson, City Farm Manager         0418 669 438           
Sue Rostas Communications Officer  0419 019 662         
Paul Melehan,    Vegetation Officer           0409 987 516               
Terry Sullivan     Caretaker                        0413 053 023
Lynette Lambert, Volunteer Co-ord.           0410 400 213            
Nick Staheyeff,    Project Officer (as required).

Newsletter in colour: If you would like to receive this 
and future newsletters as colour PDF files, please send 
an email address to sue.rostas@cma.nsw.gov.au

We wish you a happy and safe Xmas period.  We are 
looking forward to working with you on site in 2006.    
Best wishes from all Kooragang staff, (see below)

Watch this 
space.


