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Community and Government are combining to transform western Kooragang Island into a great place for fish,
birds and people.

“Volunteers have greatly assisted with tree planting over the years as kikuyu has been turned into forest’,
Kooragang Wetland Rehabilitation Project Manager, Peggy Svoboda said.

Two years ago Volunteer Coordinator, Lyn Lambert was employed through the State’s Hunter Area Assistance
Scheme. "We have been absolutely delighted with the response’ Lyn stated. “Our volunteer effort has
increased by over 80% in the past year alone.’

Two teams from the federally funded Work for the Dole program have also contributed the marvellous
transformation that is taking place.

Wesley Uniting Employment, an activity of Wesley Mission have improved and constructed pathways, built
bridges over low areas, planted trees and shrubs, removed bags and stakes from older plantings along
riverbanks, constructed picnic tables, car parks and transformed facilities at the Community Gardens by paving
and painting a resting area.

On any one day Conservation Field Officer, Terry Sullivan, is be joined by 3 to 12 volunteers to assist with
mowing, general maintenance, preparation of planting sites and a multitude of small and not so small tasks.

‘It is really great to see things improving at Kooragang’, Terry said. ‘Even better is seeing families coming out
on weekends and enjoying the cycle ways and walking trails we have here, just across the river from the Pacific
Highway’, he added.

The Kooragang Wetland Rehabilitation Project (KWRP), a collaborative project of the Hunter-Central Rivers
Catchment Management Authority (CMA), is rehabilitating fisheries and other wildlife habitat in suitable areas of
the Hunter estuary, while at the same time creating educational, research and recreational opportunities for the
local community.

ENDS
For more information or pictures contact KWRP Commu nications Officer Sue Rostas phone (02) 4964
9308, mobile 0419 019 662.

Major contributors to the Kooragang Wetland Rehabil itation Project currently are:
Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority
NSW Department of Natural Resources

Newcastle City Council

Port Stephens Council

NSW Department of Primary Industries oofagang
NSW Department of Environment and Conservation
Port Waratah Coal Services

etland Rehabilitation

EnergyAustralia Project
Landcare/PriceWaterhouseCooper “
| Banrock Station
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